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Son of Raymond and Zsther
~eBlanc Zourdages, raised

at Eonaventure on the shore
of Zay Chaleur, the character
and distinguished career of
Louis Bourgades reflected

the Gaspesian experiences of
his childhood. In times of
peace and of strife he was
honest, able and faithful.

KEN ANNETT.
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Louis Zourdage
CRILDH00D

The first ten years of the childhood of Louis Eourdages in
Sonaventure was the decade pricr *to the American Zevolution -
a» ovent that,following 1775,would tring the scourge of American
nrivateers to the shores of Zay Chaleur. Ioung Louis grew up in the
company of the other children of the Acadian fishermen, sailors and
farmers that comprised the Bonaventure settlement. Audet holds that
Louis' early childhood experiences on the shores of beautiful Eay
Chaleur influenced his lifelong attitudes and moulded his character.

AMERICAN PRIVATEERS

I+ was when Louis Bourdages was in his twelth year that American
privateers, the scourge and terror of Bay Chaleur, landed at the
1ittle settlement of Bonaventure, pillaged and burnt the home, store
and outbuildings of the Bourdages family and took Raymond Bourdages
prisoner. In another incident of the Revolutionary War, the liicmac
Indians of Restigouche, Pokemouche and Miramichi plundered the
establishment of Raymond Bourdages at Caraquet and carried off goods

valued at some £ 12,000 sterling. It is of interest to note that the
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That It nlease “zur Zxcellency.

In consequence of a Proclamation of the Court of London permitting
all scadians and others to settle in Eay Chaleur, my father, wishing

to tenefit from the benevolence of Zisg rajesty, came in 1762 to settle
at Conaventure in Bay Chaleur. There he soon established a home for his
family,although he found much poverty among the settlers. ~1though his
business entervrise appeared to encourage these boor peonle, their want
persisted from the lack of encouragement to cultivate their lands,

which, with a 1ittle effort could have provided them with food. My
father responded to their needs and had the satisfaction of seeing
several of the settlers work their lands with success. However, at the
same time as he was trying to encourage and improve the lot of these
poor settlers, his own business was, unceasingly, dogged by bad luck.
Nothing, however, turned him from the settlement. He continued to
advance to-the settlers the seeds, stock and others items needed for

the éultivation of their farms. After several years of work the-settlers,
who now harvested a quantity of grain, represented to my father that
without the means of converting their grain into flour their work was to
no avail. They urged my father to build a grist mill on the brook that
was found on his land. Refore undertaking such an important step my father
had the honour of addressing Your Excellency in 1774 to determine if our
lands had a Seignior or if he could proceed to erect a mill on his land

/3
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—~ade *o5 them some would *ave died from want zand others would have had

+8 apbandon *their lande. “rposed unceasingly o pillage T the americans
and Tndians, no merchant dared risk his goods in Zay Chaleur. Without
provisions and goods the cituation was pitiatle. o rovide csome relief

o} T
to the settlers in re need oy father risked the we

di fare of his
family. I recall with genuine grief how my father was plundered,

captured a=fd nut in chains Tty the enemy. iow can I =onvey 10 you the
situation of his desolated family obliged to seek —efuge In the woods

to escape from the violence of the Americans. iiowever, without regard

cor the King's Proclamation and the verhal assurances that Your Zxcellency
gave us, and without consideration of the contritutions of my father

to the Bay Chaleur settlement, still due us, we do not have as yet any
assurance that our lands and our mills, the only assets of a poor widow
responsible for a large family and who, in her unfortunate state has no
other hope than the particular goodness that you have always shown to

the needy, are granted.

By virtue of all of these veasons I dare to beg Your Zxcellency 1o
grant to the Widow Bourdages the title to the lands of thirty arpents
frontage and sixty arpents in depth, actually occupied by our large
family. I also beg Your Excellency to grant us the right of BANALITE
( the right in the seigniorial system to charge for the grinding of
grain into flour) in Bonaventure so as to indemnify us for the great
expense incurred by my father in providing mills for the Bay Chaleur
settlers.

Québec, 17 Dec.1787 (Signed) Louis Bourdages /h
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Ziémoire proving the rizht of the idow Zourdages +o have title to

the lands that she has neld Sor twentyv-four --ears. {1760L.] 78

" s

aAs this concerns the nappiness or unhappiness of an unfortunate
widow, responsible for a large family, I beg you, Gentlemen, in the
name of the most honest justice, to consider the reasons zdvanced by
a son in his mother's defence. It is not by recourse to reason alone
that I shall undertake to prove that we have incontestable right to
the lands which my late father enjoyed for many vears but I beg you
to consider the laws that speak favourably for my cause.

Three well proven Articles will demonstrate to you the right that
we have to obtain title to our lands; I dare to hope that I shall prove
to you:
lst. That it was in good faith that we settled and cultivated the 1ands

we have possessed for twenty-four years.

2nd. That no Selgnlor has rlght to take thase lands.

AT o - - - i e s ‘ R + iy
-t -q-uu_ o ray — e - i 1.-: Luig> T3 ’3.311"_

ARTICLE ONE | S

In which I prove that we settled and cultivated the lands we have
possessed for twenty-four years in good faith.

In 1762 my father, having spent some time in Bay Chaleur, took

possession of a certain portion of land. To assure his enjoyment of

Vo
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hen icadia was conaquered (by the Eritish) the Acadians,having teen

expelled from their homeland, wandered miserably

subject to all the inconveniences

advised of their miserable situaticn, wished to provide
place where they could reestablish their life and work;

in all directions,
of fortune. The ¥ing, on bein

+them with a

consequently,

in 1762/63 he issued a Proclamation permitting all Acadians to establish

themselves in all security in Bay
belevolent Proclamation that many

Chaleur.
Acadians

It was in consequence of this
settled in Bay Chaleur. While

some came to settle others who were already settled there proceeded to
improve their lands. It was by virtue of this Proclamation that my

father took up his lands.

Those Acadians who settled in Bay
Brunswick by virtue of the King's
lands without difficulty, whether
Should not those Acadians settled
Right Honourable Lord Dor_chester

Does it not seem unjust to uproot

of faith and under the protection
settled and cultivated their lands

Chaleur under the Government of New
Proclamation obtained title to their

or not there were pretentious Seigniors.
under the equitable Government of the
hope for as much.

from their lands men who in the best

of a Proclamation of the King,
with such work and misery;

/6



341

= T T 3 Al = — - _—- i = ~ 3

¢cause, -=ntlemen, ' deciding in 7y Tavour rou will ta deciding
1 b . T - o - E = Rirpe s SoRR e

aleo the laot of £iftr or =iyt D00r icaclan amililcoes wra Tiad thema

gelves in our zituation. “heiwr misfortune and curs iz certzin 32 ernyy
c

1 - 1 - - - -3 1 T -3 - -
10 not consider that by virtue of +the 2Rg € iroclanatisn we rad
1 - - - 3 - = - - 5

TIENT To take up lands in Zay raleur,

e Ea

- - e - m n ——
~ m el sl AroTe ThEOT e i e el sbleer amatgnap nans S e = A~ 2
) 148 2t no 1ERLIoY nad tRe wisit tr wmbg vand )
ar _haleur,
Tk 2 a aprtade a4 P b 5 e PR Sy (PN R, [ . et b - DN S e e R S
~ & merbain 22t iiner. i5ilend 1ld gl =ve EEla
A + -~ S -t = - = — Rk s :
heleuvr btefore or after e «2adizng did and JERS = that =d iang on

- - - =t - - - = Y

“LEST T8 tak, e (OE2LToer. Dafasn. A aPean
CIRetly; I oSubtmit fthat Te tial) sie cesuala 3t have Taken iz lands hefare
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~% 13 widely 'mown that when :icadia was cenquered the icadiansg were

expelled from their honeland, some of them finding refugze in Québe
and others in Zay Chaleur where they were otliged o work +-e land
in order to live. I submit *o you that lr.Holland coculd not have taken

lands in Zay Chaleur before the Acadizns took theirs.

The point is raised that lir.Eolland took lands in a place where there
was no settler and that in all of Zonaventure there was only some
small cabins on an uncultivated sandbank. It is thus that ir.Holland
bases his reasons and pretensions; and it is why I beg you to consider
my revply.

To the argument that lMr.Holland took lands in a place where there was

no settler I would submit that in this particular place there had been

a number of settlers for five or six years before he had his lands
surveyed. Zenjamin LeBlanc (uncle of Louis Bourdages) Comeau, and several
others had settled at that precise place that Mr.Holland had surveyed

for himself. Thus it appears that lir.Holland took lands from poor settlers.
My father had lands adjacent to these settlers though it is true that

he was not yet established, his family not having arrived as vet, and

he chose to lodge with one of the settlers. i
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2eason zlone chould %ell g that ~ne 1S not permitted *o despoil
s

another sf his possessions and approprizte them. ..creover, r.&kolland

nad ris lands surveyed only in 1766 while it was in 1762/£3 that the

¥ing had published tx vermicsion given to Acadians <o csettle in Zay

Chaleur. In so doing did the iling not grant To the Acadians an incontest-
t? Ey so doing should the King not defend the

Acadizns in their right t> the lands they occupied ?

2o one should be rewarded for his services with lands occupied by the

acadians

By virtue of the King's Proclamation it is manifest that no one could

seize their lands and it is manifest also that as a consequence of the

Proclamation of the King the Acadi=ns had the right to take lands in

Bay Chaleur. I also believe, GCentlemen, that it is manifest we have

the right to title for our lands.

On what basis did Mr. Holland seize our possessions ? What was his

authority ? He himself has said that he had none but that he hoped to

have. I ask you, whose cause is the more just, his or ours ? He who has

paid only a modest fee for these lands or We who have lost so much sweat

and spent so much money in developing our lands and mills.

The good or bad fortune of a number of families depends on your judgment.

Fifty or sixty families are in our situation. However, they hope that

Québec Law will be as favourable to them as the New Brunswick Law was
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The committee has road the Fetition cof Louis Zourdages 2nd aleo

the i’émoire accompanying it.

These documents chow -

That the 7idow Eourdages, mother of the petitioner, possesses a
lot thirty acres in front by sixty in depth near the beach at
Bonaventure in 2ay Chaleur, which land has been cleared and is
cul tivated.

That lajor Holland claims, by virtue of a Crown grant, 00 acres of the
land possessed by the father of 1. Bourdages in 1763 following a
Proclamation of His Majesty, published in Bay Chaleur, assuring
Acadians settling in this part of the country that they would become
proprietors of Crown land which they settled and improved.

Last December the committee asked M.Bourdages to produce a copy of
this Proclamation but he has not done so and submits that it can no
longer be procured. He states that it was published by MNr.Walker,
Justice of the Peace, living at Nipisiquit, Neva Scotia ( now New

mep e eme seues pm et e - g =y — b e ol I

Brunswick.) oot S e SN L IR T

That in accordance with a survey order issued to him by order of
Genéral Murray in 1765, the Deputy Surveyor General ( John Collins)
prepared a plan of lands surveyed at Bonaventure. His report shows no
house or hut on the 500 acres shown on the plan in the name of Major
Holland. This report was deposited at the Council on August 12,1766.

/9




-
Eia namitbag notes *har ke mafidtioner TIDQSCOL TN SUTOND SuppOrT
. : s . . r
= e B mraa A i AR s e e S o o S
se crocurasenent oL . a .38diong Paoelved ool 2o 18 seet
B e e Qg*'{;“‘- T AimAe e T asr =7 a o
papst=ayt T8 aa ] MEchsto s fe Ho 2] 2y
= S e U Gl S e e - - m=e A Rt =T s AmT T e .
. - - -— - e b — o - - - - - - - — L] -— — - - -
S g et g -~ v e = - = Ta oy - -~ P . SRS L D e - T 2 ke Al
o et el | b 5 A i T T L R e o] g b i o R o . el =t Bl B ey =
3 et b o5 Y 2= bativ: ol el - Yo Roes & Do .
: A e — . .
P s o ot s el i 5 i, i e Bl st Win G d SR BV
P =R } e 8 Gl PR " = - I G - - A =
B ~ - - - e —~ s = = ——— S — S P e
......... s > 22 S St JoiveT A L Gilbe2:
= B s hoa o T Bt B Y e i ey b ey Ll = et A== T o el =
TF o ayan rmm1 ) A e P e i I e Tuph —armizzisa oo - e A S e -
——— - e A - [] - s AAS s - [ L. - .hs -2 P B =]
u it :
s ~eAer ey " =la A o~ e o e el ammmay L% 3 oy emy YIRS e
—am e | = N | - = - - - ]
—emrr mamT A B e = = T - - T ey A e mmap e o A e -nJr—v-.d- ~t
> =i SR e rea S bl ok L35l
AoTa T mmAe AT Al o Ll m cmmmttaGE e mapl el camrm mma TR~
Liad Win Podbar waphpd tha Yawdol ane bafepre the 00 Acres were . ranieald
. ] T e a ey = a 1 A 41
EasE Rjortiollaha s 0 comsequence ne anss gt ouhe langs at were
2. - - —~ Lm Al e+l - +% 3
~taaved ond cultivated e granted to hig mother;.nemely Thirty acres
¥ + 5 - -~ 3= W 4+ i -, P S P F- . R
Feantace T siyts scores y depth, Sogether itk the wight-of-tanallte

Sor the grist mill sSuilt on their land at the urgent request ol the
o)

. Twe ccmmittee cannst advise Your Zxcellency %o grant this recuest
in the absence of i.ajor Holland, who is in EZngland, particularly in
view of the fact *that his zgent (his son) declares that he cannot
cive the committee any information on this matter, cut says that the
land claimed by the ./idow Eourdages has always teen considered the
indisputable property of his father.

. .. de Saint-Ours desires that his opinion be conveyed to Your Zxcellency

P

as follows: " If the iiémoire of li.Bourdages and the explanations
contained in his request are factual 2nd can be proved, right to the
lands claimed is indiscutable”

AS TIME PASSED-AN ELUSIVE SETTLEMENT

On July 14,1788, not having received an answer to his Petition,
Louis Bourdages wrote azain to the land committee pointing out that
the delay was prejudicial to him. Again, in September 1789, he requested
Lord Corchester to advise him if Major Holland had given reasons why
nhe objected to the petitioner obtaining title. A new request was made

to Lord Dorchester in March,1791 as Bourdage had not teen able to obtain g
/
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“his new request was referred *5 the committee iw lovemter,1725,
Zlugh Finlay, who was one of the grantees 2 Eonaventure, was Fresident
of the lznd committee, znd i+ was his request that the matter was
put tefore a plenary meeting of the Council in December. The result
was an order that Col.lelaistre's letter te communicated to ilessrs
finlay, Holland and the executor of the estate of the late John Collins
so as to determine their titles. There was evidently some action tehind
the scene for a few days later these gentelmen announced to the Secretary
of the Council that they were prepared to renocunce treir claims +o the

lands in dispute at Eonaventure. Naturally, they expected compensation.

It was not until twenty five years later, in 1825, that the matter
was settled and the settlers at Bonaventure given title to their lands.
The role of Louis Bourdages in this long, painful struggle to obtain
justice had, without doubt, a profound influence on his dlstlngulshed
career,
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reflected in his election as member of Richelieu County in *the Juébec

Legiclative issemtl;.
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In the QJuébec Legislative issembly Louis Zourdages csoon rose to
prominence through his active participation and firm stand on the
many burning issues of the day. e chose to support Pilerre-Stanislas
Eédard in the growing conflict between the elected Assembly and the
appointed Governor and Zxecutive. He joined other members of the
Aseembly in the founding of the journal, LZ CANADIEN, but unlike
Bédard escaped being thrown into jail by an angry Governor. e fought
to have deputies who lived at a distance from Québec indemnified
for attendance at Assembly sessions and campaigned long and hard to
have judges removed from membership in the Assembly. Of his opposition
to Governor Sir James Craig and his colleagues, Audet has given the
following vivid word picture of Louis Bourdages in action in the Québec
Assembly - "...Aussi, ses discours s'en ressentaient-ils lorsqu'il

était temoin des procédés cavaliers et révoltants de

Craig et de ses satellites envers le peuple canadien y
5 24
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vas rromoted %o .iajer and in [jovember of that :sar his -isks
-—attalion was called out for training and military exzrci

In January 18173 [‘ajor Zourdages received promotion t5 the rank
of Lieutenant-Colonel 2nd later in that year kisg Tickell
Zattalion received the call %o active service. Aaymond, son of

Zouis Zourdages, served as pay-master of the Battalion.

The American invaders who believed that the TFrench Canadians
would welcome them with open arms as liberators suffered from illusion.
Jetermined to defend their Québec homeland the Richelieu Eattalion
was part of the force that defeated the Americans in the campaign
immortalized by the victory of Col.de Salaberry at Chateauguay.

In 1814 Sir George Prevost appointed Lieut.-Jol. Louis Bourdages
as the Superintendant of Post Houses established for the accommedation
of travellers and maintenance of the postal Toutes of the province.
From 1814-1820 he was not a member of the Québec Assembly.

/13
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of 1224 but his health was failing and in January 20 1235 he

[a)
et

g Dean of the ilemberc of the Lazgislative Aissembly many <tributes

were raid %o the memory of Louis Zourdages

said, in part: "...If there is a death that should plunge the
country in mourning, it is that that we weep over
now. T"he memory of the Dean will live on eternally
in the hearts of his ever apprec1ative compatriots.
Iemembrance of his services will never be forgotten
...The country has always ccunted him among the
number of it most honest, able and faithful servants,
both in times of peace and strife. His parliamentary
conduct was always marked by the purest patriotism.
...In his private life he was distinguished for
honesty and probity ever...”

. The newspaper, _i IIIZRVE,



* FORILLON - RUGGED GULF CLIFFS.

Courtesy Parks Canada.
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+ A VIEW WESTWARD TO CAP DES ROSIERS.

Courtesy Parks Canada.
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- FORILLON - WHERE LAND AND SEA MEET.

Courtesy Parks Canada.
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He clasps the crag with crooked hands;
Close to the sun in lonely lands,
Ring'd with the azure world, he stands.
The wrinkled sea beneath him crawls;

He watches from his mountain walls;

And like a thunderbolt he falls.
Al fred Tennyson.

Courtesy Parks Canada.
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., ROAD T20M THE GULF TO GASPE BAY.

Courtesy Parks Canada.
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